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Hoverflies (Diptera: Syrphidae) represent one of the most species-rich dipteran families, with over 6000 
described species (THompson & roTHeray, 1998). The genus Arctophila scHiner, 1860 represent a robust 
bumblebee-like species, with long hairs on the abdomen and thorax (van veen 2004).
In the Palaearctic region, only three species of the genus Arctophila (Eristalinae: Sericomyini) are known 
(peck 1988). speigHT & sarTHou (2010) provided a key for European Arctophila species: Arctophila bombi-
formis (Fallén, 1810), Arctophila bequaerti Hervé-Bazin, 1913, and Arctophila mussitans (FaBricius, 1776) 
which is now a junior synonym of Arctophila superbiens (müller, 1776). Adults of this genus are found 

in wet forests, near streams and subalpine grasslands 
(speigHT 2016). The larva is undescribed but it is probably 
aquatic and lives among organic debris in semi-liquid 
mud close to streams (speigHT 2016).
Two Arctophila species – Arctophila bombiformis and 
Arctophila superbiens – have been recorded in Serbia 
so far (Radenković et al. 2013). Arctophila bequaerti 
Hervé-Bazin, 1913 (Fig. 1) is listed in the Catalogue 
of Palaearctic Diptera by peck (1988) for the former 
Yugoslavia, but this data has never been checked. The 
presence of this species has been confirmed in Albania, 
Armenia, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, southern Russia, 
and Ukraine (speigHT 2016). This species can be distin-
guished from other species of the genus Arctophila by 
the presence of long black hairs on scutellum.

In this study, fieldwork took place in the area of protected landscape “Vlasina”, south-eastern Serbia. Identification 
was based on the key in speigHT & sarTHou (2010). The studied material is deposited in the entomological col-
lection of the Department of Biology and Ecology, Faculty of Sciences, University of Novi Sad, Serbia (FSUNS).
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Fig. 1: Arctophila bequaerti Hervé-Bazin ♂, habitus in lateral 
view. Photo: M. vujić.
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Arctophila bequaerti Hervé-Bazin, 1913
Material examined: SERBIA: Landscape  of outstanding features “Vlasina”, Vlasina Rid, 42.725365°N 22.326445°E, 2 ♂♂, 
4.10.2017, leg. M. vujić.

Habitat: Edge of birch-spruce forest.
Remarks: New to Serbia. Although Arctophila bequaerti has been recorded for the territory of the former 
Yugoslavia (peck 1988, speigHT 2016) this data has never been proved. There is no any evidence such as 
voucher specimen or written report about the presence of this species in Serbia. According to Dirickx (1994) 
this species was registered in Bosnia and Herzegovina which was a part of the former Yugoslavia. Anyway, the 
data from the present study are the first documented for Serbia. It is assumed that this species is present during 
autumn at high altitudes, which may be the reason why it has not been recorded in Serbia before. Hoverflies 
living in areas with lower temperature such as higher altitudes are generally darker in colour because dark 
coloration maximizes the potential to absorb heat (HoDkinson 2005). According to this Arctophila bequaerti 
is characterized by the presence of long black hairs on scutellum which distinguish this species from all other 
Arctophila species. Further faunistic studies should be carried out in the Balkan Peninsula to map the present 
distribution of this species and to take the most effective management measures for its conservation.
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